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Private International Law  
AY2022/2023 

 
Introduction 
 
Welcome to Private International Law! This module covers the field of law 
traditionally known as the conflict of laws or private international law (“PIL”), which 
involves civil (private) litigation with international or cross-border elements – be it a 
foreign party, foreign subject-matter, foreign court proceedings, foreign state 
interests, etc.  
PIL is indispensable to everyday legal practice. It is closely intertwined with civil 
procedure, and so is central to all legal disputes with foreign elements, these being 
increasingly common in an age where private and commercial relationships between 
corporations and/or individuals frequently have international dimensions. Familiarity 
with PIL is thus important for both lawyers who litigate civil and commercial 
disputes and lawyers who structure international commercial transactions. As Justice 
Chao Hick Tin recently put it, where once ‘[a]reas of law such as [PIL] were seen as 
esoteric subjects…[t]he sweeping tide of globalisation has led to more and more 
businesses transcending national boundaries, with the result that PIL is now a 
preferred subject among law students.’1 
This course will cover the fundamentals of PIL, focusing primarily of international 
contract and tort disputes. In doing so, it will touch on PIL’s three main sub-fields, 
namely: 

a) Jurisdiction  
First, a court in Singapore must have international jurisdiction over a 
dispute with foreign elements, before it can consider the substantive merits 
of the case. This course considers the situations in which such jurisdiction 
exists, and the circumstances under which the court will exercise it. The 
impact on the court’s international jurisdiction of the parties’ contractual 
agreements and related proceedings in foreign states will also be examined. 

b) Choice of Law 
Second, when considering the merits of a dispute with foreign elements, 
Singapore courts may have reason to apply foreign laws instead of Singapore 
law. This course touches on the three stages of this choice of law question – 
characterization of the issue, the selection of the connecting factor and the 
application of foreign law – as well as some external limits on the choice of 
law process such as the public policy exception. 
 

c) Foreign Judgments 
Third, parties may, instead of bringing fresh proceedings in Singapore, ask 
Singapore’s courts to recognize and enforce a foreign judgment issued 
elsewhere on the same matter. This course considers the conditions in which 
courts will do so, at statute and common law. 

 

                                                
1 ‘Speech by Justice Chao Hick Tin’, NUS Commencement 2018 (12 July 2018) 
https://news.nus.edu.sg/sites/default/files/resources/highlights/2018/2018-07/commencement/C2018%20-
%20Speech%20by%20HG.pdf [8]. 
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Private International Law is a challenging course that covers considerable ground. 
This is unavoidable because the field is inherently complex, given the competing 
conceptions of law and justice its international focus requires it to grapple with. We 
will endeavour to keep things as clear and straightforward as we can manage, because 
life is hard enough as it is. However, to get the most out of this course, you must do 
your readings consistently and think hard about the issues we discuss. PIL becomes 
more rewarding (and dare we say, interesting) the more one invests time and effort in 
understanding its dimensions and nuances. 

 
Materials 
 
There is no set textbook for this course. There is no Singapore textbook, although the 
material in Halsbury’s may prove useful. While much of Singapore’s PIL 
jurisprudence is common law and thus derived from English law, English textbooks 
have become increasingly unsuitable over the last few decades, due to a 
Europeanisation of English PIL which even Brexit has not completely reversed. Thus, 
while English texts can provide valuable guidance on principles, they must be used 
with discretion: a focus on the common law rules of private international law, rather 
than statutory and/or EU rules, is a good (but necessarily general) rule-of-thumb. For 
this reason, it may also be wise to look at more dated editions of English textbooks. 
For each topic, you should read the relevant chapter in one of the following texts or 
resources: 

• Yeo, Conflict of Laws: Halsbury’s Laws of Singapore (2016) 
• Briggs The Conflict of Laws (2002) (cf 4ed, 2019) 
• Dicey, Morris and Collins on the Conflict of Laws (15ed, 2012) 
• Cheshire, North and Fawcett Private International Law (14ed, 2008) 
• Collier Conflict of Laws (3ed, 2001) (cf 4ed, 2013) 

 
Assessment 
 
This course will be examined by an assignment and a 2-hour examination paper, 
which will make up 30% and 70% of the final grade respectively.  
 
The assignment, which will consist of one hypothetical question, will cover choice of 
law, and will be issued on LumiNUS at 4pm on the Monday of recess week (19 
September 2022) and will be due at 6pm on the same day. 
 
The final exam, which will be an open book paper, will cover the entire syllabus, and 
will consist of short-answer questions and one hypothetical question. 

 

Class Timetable and Teaching Methodology 
 

Classes will be held every Wednesday (beginning 10 August 2022 from 9am to 
12pm) (with a break in between). 
 
This course will be taught via Seminars and slides for each class will be uploaded to 
Luminus after the class.  
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Syllabus 
 

Semester 2   Remarks 

Week 1 10 August 2022 Introduction  

Week 2 17 August 2022 Choice of Law  

Week 3 24 August 2022 
 

Applying Foreign Law  

Week 4 31 August 2022 Limits on Choice of Law   

Week 5 7 September 2022 Jurisdiction as of Right  

Week 6 14 September 2022 Order 11 Jurisdiction  

Recess Week:  Assignment released on 4pm 19 September 
2022, due at 6pm. 

 

Week 7 28 September 2022 Forum non conveniens   

Week 8 5 October 2022 Jurisdiction Clauses  

Week 9 12 October 2022 Protective Orders   

Week 10 19 October 2022 Foreign Judgments   

Week 11 26 October 2022 Statutory Frameworks and 
Conventions  

Week 12 2 November 2022 Summary and Q&A   

Week 13 9 November 2022 - No Class -  

Reading 
Week: 12 November 2022 Reading Week  

Examination: To Be Confirmed Examination  

 
Information Session: 
 
 There will be an information session (via Zoom) before module registration. 
This is intended for you to ask the questions you need to, and to assist you in deciding 
whether this course is for you. Please check the course listing on the NUS Law pages 
for dates and times. 

 
Joel Lee & Marcus Teo 

 
 


